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Parade

BY STEPHANIE BARNARD

ether you're ready for a new

place to call home, looking for

inspiration to upgrade your

current digs or just interested
in what'’s out there, you'll want to check out
the Parade of Homes. Organized by the
nonprofit Wichita Area Builders’ Association,
the Parade offers buyers (and the buy-curious)
a chance to see a variety of new homes all at
one time in a pressure-free setting.

According to WABA CEO Wess Galyon, the
Parade of Homes has three goals: to publicize
the availability of new homes, to maintain
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public awareness that “new is better” and to
make informed buying decisions as easy as
possible.

PARADE HISTORY

In the past, WABA only offered one Parade

of Homes each year in June. About 20 years
ago, however, the organization decided to
expand the event to a twice-yearly occasion,
giving builders and developers a second
chance to show what they had to offer to
potential buyers. The spring show used to be
the bigger event, but now both the spring and
fall shows have about the same draw, showing

off 150 to 200 homes to about 25,000
visitors.

Although past shows focused heavily on
homes in suburbs and outlying areas, urban
properties such as WaterWalk Place have
been added to the roster in the last few years.
“We’re providing a more complete offering of
all the types of residences available,” Galyon
says. “Only in recent years has there been an
initiative by developers to do urban living.

As soon as those came online, those builders
were a part of our organization. We've had
really good feedback from the public... people
like to compare the differences in lifestyle.”

HOW IT WORKS

This spring, 154 homes in Wichita and
outlying areas will be open to the public
during the Parade’s operating hours. WABA
distributes a publication with the map of all
the homes available for viewing. Just pick
up a map — you can find it on the same
newsstands as this magazine — and head to
the homes you're interested in.

A representative of the builder will be onsite
to answer any questions you may have.
“Onsite agents are the most informed and
best resource available to people wanting to
buy a new home,” Galyon says. Visitors are
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invited to walk through the homes at their
own pace; because they're furnished, you'll
get a better idea of what the home might
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look like when it’s lived in.

Even if you're not in the market for a new
home just yet, Galyon says there’s value in
touring these homes. Not only can you get

a feel for what's out there, but “it motivates
people to upgrade their existing homes,
which improves housing stock throughout the
community and... upgrades (home) values
over the long haul,” he says. A house is the
largest investment most people will ever
make, so maintaining and increasing its value
is important.

WHY BUY NEW?

Old houses have their charm, but buying a
brand-new home is kind of like going for a

new car over used; it tends to give you less

trouble over the long run. New homes require .
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fewer repairs and redesigns before move-in
and tend to be more energy efficient than
older homes. Plus, new homes keep up with
current trends.

Continued on page 16
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“In the past couple of decades, there’s been a
huge change in the array of products offered,”
Galyon says. “Floor coverings are totally
different. Wiring is a big deal because of all
the electronic gadgets we use today... things
are changing all the time in the industry.”

WABA encourages builders to offer a one-year
warranty, and most included appliances have
multiple-year warranties, meaning fewer
maintenance headaches in the first few years
in your new home. Plus, in a subdivision,

you can have a say in the future of your
neighborhood by getting involved with the
homeowners’ association.

TREND-READY

Galyon says more buyers are looking for
open-space plans than in the past because
it gives them more flexibility in deciding
how a room will be used; owners can use
furniture and other decorations to divide a
space instead of walls. And say goodbye to
the McMansions of the past decade; several
years ago, buyers started looking for smaller
homes that don’t sacrifice features, but
instead maximize the space and amenities
they do offer.

Energy efficiency remains a top priority, too.
“When we say ‘green building, 85 percent of
people really mean energy efficiency,” Galyon
explains. In other words, buyers are most
concerned with the aspects of eco-friendly
building that will save them money on bills:
insulation, efficient light fixtures, window
placement, and energy- and water-saving
appliances.

As stagnant economic conditions continue

to influence family budgets, more people are
looking to their own backyards for a “night
out,” Galyon says. Outdoor living features like
patios, cooking areas, fire pits and gathering
spaces are an increased priority for many
buyers.

WICHITA'S UNIQUE QUALITIES?

Although the homes on parade go for as
much as $1.5 million, the starting price

point is around $100,000 — an unheard-of
price for a new home in other markets. And
Wichita’s home builders tend to work in small
volumes, meaning they’re more hands-on with
construction rather than mass-producing tons
of identical homes.
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— about 25, OOO VISItOrs —

20,000 Parade of Homes COMMUNITIES REPRESENTED:
magazines distributed

Andover, Augusta, Bel Aire,

H O M E P R I C E S . Derby, Goddard, Haysville, Kechi,

$100,0001
$ 1.5 million

Maize, Mt. Hope, Newton, Park
City, Rose Hill, Sedgwick County

unincorporated areas, Wichita

“The home IS
a key asset
In the lives of
individuals.”

WABAHome.com
A| Tool to sort homes by area,
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e SATURDAY & SUNDAY
April 2 & 3, 2011

e SATURDAY & SUNDAY
April 9 & 10, 2011

e SATURDAY & SUNDAY
April 16 & 17, 2011

12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m.

Free!

TOUR 154
MODEL HOMES

BUILT BY MEMBERS OF
THE WICHITA AREA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

WABA

Wichita Area Builders Association

Look for the Parade of Homes Magazine at
area grocery stores for a list of homes and
map or visit us on the web at
www.wahahome.com
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